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July is here, and the start of the new fiscal Year. Elections are over and we have 
new faces on the Board of Directors for 2026/27. I will remain as President for another 
year. Here are all the Board Members:

President – Robert Farley
Treasurer – Charlie O’Neill
V. President Membership – OPEN
V. President Conservation – Rodger Paulson
Secretary - OPEN
Director - through June 2029  Bruce Butler
Director - through June 2029  Ed Kenney
Director - through June 2028  Larry Lee
Director - through June 2028  OPEN
Director - through June 2027  Marie Spaulding Gray
Director - through June 2027  David Harvey
Director - through June 2027  Trevor Fagerskog
Director at Large - through June 2027  Joe Tax

Your new Board of Directors will be busy discussing and implementing new projects for the coming fiscal 
year. If anyone has any new ideas for projects or programs, and they want the Board to explore it, please 
let me know:  Robert Farley at gbf-president@gbflycaster.org.

Make sure to sign-up for the fishouts and make some new friends fishing together. So, get out and fish, 
volunteer and participate in club events. Remember, the club runs on volunteerism.

by Robert Farley, GBF President
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Monthly Program

Our speaker this month will be 
Michael Weir. He will be talking 
about one of our home waters, the 
Yuba River. There have been many 
changes made to this fishery over 
the last couple of years. Things like 
restricting vehicle access below 
the Highway 20 bridge and, most 
recently, the construction of the 
“Nature Like Fishway” project.  
The what? This is the long-awaited 
replacement of Daguerre Dam.    

Do not miss this presentation.
Continued on Page  2
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General Meeting

Board of 
Directors 
Meeting

Fly Tying Jam

Tenkara 
Workshop #2

Truckee 
Fihsout #1

Virginia Lakes Fishout
July 20 - July 25

Fuller Lake 
Fishout

Tenkara Silver 
Fork Fishout

by Gary Gale, Fishout Leader

Fuller Lake Fishout, July 7th

Little Truckee 
Fishout

“Buster” 
Workshop

Monthly Program - Continued from Page 1

Here’s a little bit of Michael’s background:

Growing up in the Sierra Foothills, Michael was always close to Nature. Spending a lot of time at the lakes 
and rivers, he learned to fish and tie flies at a young age. Once he moved to Lake Tahoe, he began to split 
his time between snowboarding in the winters, and fly-fishing in the summers. Michael spent 15 seasons 
fishing and guiding the waters of the Truckee, Carson, Walker Rivers and surrounding waters. In 2001, he 
started BURL Productions, specializing in adventure and outdoor films. Notable titles to his credit include FISH 
EYE Videos, Trout Bum Dairies 1, SOULFISH 1&2 and CALI RUSH. Michael now works for California Trout 
helping to protect California’s Trout, Salmon, Steelhead and blue-ribbon waters. Michael is an Ambassador 
for Patagonia Fly-Fishing, Smith, Loon Outdoors, Galvan Reels and Outcast boats.  

Continued on Page 3

Tenkara 
Workshop #3

Fuller is a regular GBF haunt. My first float tube day was at a GBF “Intro to Float Tubing” outing lead 
by Mike Kaul. Many members do well using their established, known methods and favorite flies, pitched 
out from their favorite spots. Probably the most fun aspect of Fuller is that it yields fish from a variety of 
approaches. While most cast-and-strip marabou leech patterns using an S2 or S3 line, it can be successfully 
fished with an indicator rig, or you can go deep with an S4 line. I have even caught nice browns throwing 
dry flies towards overhanging vegetation. 

As this goes to press, Fuller was drawn down for dam repairs from roughly early May through mid-June, and 
has been refilled. Typically, I would have already fished Fuller several times and could recommend specific 
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Fuller Lake Fishout - Continued from Page 2

Welcome to Our Newest Members

Please join me in welcoming new members who have joined us recently. Make sure you keep an eye out for 
them at our meetings and events so that we can make them feel that they are an important part of our club.

	 Robert Agnew	 Chris Stuckey	 Zack McNutt

by Rozaida O’Neill, VP Membership

approaches. I will be doing my best to get up there prior to the fishout, and you can check the GBF website 
for my report. It will be interesting to see Fuller returned to “normal” after the draw down. 

If you are new to float tube fishing, or have never been to Fuller, you will find a variety of advice (I usually 
bring a decent amount of lake flies to give away for those who need them) being discussed when we collectively 
gear up. Please let me know what level of mentoring you are looking for, and if you have one, bring a radio 
so if something kicks in, you can get in on it. 

For more information and to sign up, go here at the website.

 

by Gary Gale & Dave Harvey

GBF Library News

Most veteran members know that approximately 85% of what we have in the library are books donated 
by members, or donated to the club by folks looking for a home for their retired personal fishing library 
items. This past month has seen two generous donations of quality fly fishing books. Since our shelf space is 
limited, the sorting process begins. If we already have a copy of a donated book, well, if the donation book 
is a newer version, or is a hardcover vs. softcover, those are switched out. Some great new books make it 
into the library. Other books are sold at a sizable discount, or even given away to members. It’s actually one 
of the lesser-known benefits of belonging to Granite Bay Flycasters. 

I will be sorting through this large collection of books and deciding their fate. I will be pricing books at $3, 
$5, $7, and just a few at $10 for the September 9th meeting. Proceeds from the sale benefit the club general 
fund and the library. 
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Virginia Lakes Fishout

For those of you unfamiliar with Virginia Lakes, they are on the eastern slope of the Sierra just past 
Bridgeport and before you drop down to Mono Lake. The scenery is “eastern side incredible.” We will be 
staying at Trumbull Lake campground at 9,700 feet (if you are concerned about the altitude, it might be wise 
to acclimate by camping at Twin Lakes for a night on the way). This is a nice campground with water and 
reasonable toilets. Reservations ($23/night) can be made online starting January 18th until they are gone, 
but we generally are able to secure sites without. Sites are half price with a Senior Pass. The two Virginia 
Lakes are within reasonable walking distance, with excellent fishing at all three lakes. There is also stream 
fishing in Virginia Creek and Green Creek (short distance), and dry fly fishing for Brook trout in a couple of 
lakes a short walk up the trail. There is a store in Little Virginia with high priced goods, a little restaurant, 
and hot showers. They also rent cabins, but usually want to rent them for a week, but will do a weekend at 
the last minute if they aren’t rented.

The fishing is generally float tube with sinking line, though dries also can work. Catching twenty fish in a 
day is not extraordinary, and I will be available to help anyone who desires it. Flies will be plentiful, as I will 
bring my tying stuff, as will others. There will be extra equipment (tubes, waders, fins, lines) available for 
anyone to use. Rods from 3-6 wt. are the norm.

This is a great family outing, as there are a variety of things to do besides fishing. The hiking is excellent 
with relatively short distances between lakes. Just down the road there is horseback riding, and the old gold 
town of Bodie is within 45 minutes. The city of Mammoth is less than an hour away, as is the entrance to 
Yosemite.

Please call me if you have any questions and let me know if you are planning to come so I can bring enough 
dinner fixin’s.

Michael Kaul (530) 677-8022

by Michael Kaul, Fishout Leader
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Granite Bay Flycasters Classifieds

To place a classified ad, you must be a member in good standing of the Granite Bay Flycasters. 
Classified ads will run for only one issue of The Leader, unless the seller requests it to run longer. 
Submit your listing to: editor@gbflycasters.org. All ads must be submitted by the 15th of the 
month to be included in the following month’s Leader.

For Sale

Moving to Florida so a lot has to go. 

SUPERCAT 50 
Package includes the 50+ inch pontoon (12.5 lbs.) ($800), two waterproof 
bags ($112), and stripping apron and the original side bags too.
Purchased August 2020, have not used for 2.5 years. 
Total new $912 + tax and ship
Yours for $500 

Minn Kota NIB 50# Trolling Motor - $150

Epic 476-4 Fastglass  7’6” 4 wt 4 pc - $425 
Translucent White
Original Tube complete
(So fun at Rancho Seco! Handles everything up to 5 lbs well. Beautiful thing too)
 
Epic 580-4 Fastglass  8 ft , 5 wt, 4 pc - $450
Amber
Original Tube complete
(this is generally known as the fastest glass rod available)
 
Fenwick FF 807 2 pc. Fiberglass 8 ft 7 wt - $80
Tube and sock, not original
(this is my favorite Smallmouth rod, smooth, lite, powerful)
 
Scott 904-2 G-Series Graphite  9 ft 2 wt 4 pc - $300
Tube, no cap, no sock
(The classic dry fly rod. I bought this from Gary Eblen’s Orvis store late 90s)

Orvis 7’ 6” 1 wt. 2 pc. Graphite - $200
Tube, no cap, no sock
(Fuller Lake special)
 
Allen Volant 9’ 5 wt. 4 pc. Graphite - $125
Case, sock original
(very underrated fast and light rod with backbone to spare)

CONTACT
John Wallace
localcenters@gmail.com
916-747-4432
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Continued on Page 7

6360 TUPELO DRIVE, CITRUS HEIGHTS, CA 95621    (916) 722-1055   HOURS: MON-FRI 10-6, SAT 9-5, SUN 10-4

“Buster” Takes on All Comers in a Special Event!

Announcing a very special evening event where we break knots for the fun of it. Join the knot team for a 
wild time on Thursday, July 30th. We meet at Raley’s Granite Bay Market Community Center, 6845 Douglas 
Blvd, Granite Bay.

Some of you may remember in pre-covid days of knot “Clinics” 
Barre Norman built a contraption to measure material and 
knot strength, and we christened it “Buster.” (Barre is also 
famous for his carpet wading sandal.) Well, he came back to 
the March 25th Skills Builder Workshop and brought Buster 
out of retirement. They were a hit, and we had a lot of fun 
with testing knots. That led to the idea: Why not have a knot 
busting session?

This session is not a skills “workshop,” but strictly dedicated 
to knot breaking, although we all might learn a lot about knots 
and knot construction. You will see a close up, real time failure 
of your knot on the big screen monitor. It’s tragic—or funny—

depends on your perspective.

The session will be composed of two parts: one for testing knots using the same material and connectors 
for all participants. You will tie your favorite knot onto a standard swivel with 8# Maxima Fluorocarbon. The 
knots will be tested one by one to see what the break strength is for that particular knot. The material and 
connector will be standard, the variable will be the tyer. 

by Jim Degnan, a “Knotty Guy”

  



7

The Leader	 July 2026

L3 Rods
Custom Fishing Rods
 Supplies and Classes

Larry L. Lee
5645 St. Claire Way

Citrus Heights, CA 95621

web:  www.L3rods.com
email: LLLEE@L3rods.com

(916) 962-0616 O
(916) 601-7853 C

Rancho Seco Fishout Report

It was a beautiful Tuesday in April. The day before the skies were cloudy and foggy, but today, nothing in 
the sky but pure blueness and a calm wind blowing gently across the lake giving a small little chop, which is 
always welcome. Approximately 18 members of the Granite Bay Flycasters showed up for a fun day of bass, 
bluegill, crappie, and hopefully trout. We all hit the water at about 8:00 am, and right off the bat people were 
in the fish. It was a great day for fishing. Most anglers were using an intermediate line catching fish just 
below the surface, while I, myself, used type 3 to get a little deeper, hoping to find one of the mysterious 
catfish that I have yet to find. 

By the looks of it, everybody was having a great time. Fish were being caught, the weather was perfect, and 
even the eagles and ospreys were out about flying around. Most of us fished till around 2 or 3 o’clock; nobody 
stopped for lunch. The fishing was that good that next year I plan to do a luncheon for everybody, maybe 
some hamburgers or hot dogs, or who knows. As for what flies we’re working, pretty much everything was 
working. I was using my infamous black wiggle tail like normal. At the end of the day, it turns out everyone 
caught fish. Everyone had a great time, and myself and others look forward to next year’s event. Thank you 
to everyone who came out. It was wonderful to have such a large group get together and catch fish.

by Scott Vaughn, Fishout Leader

The second part of the session will be a free-for-all. 
When you come to the session, be prepared to give 
Buster your own version of what you think is the best 
knot for your favorite line material. Bring your own 
material; we will supply the swivels for testing. You 
can even bring two lines of different diameters to test 
joining two lines together. Uni-Knot anyone?

This is not a competition to see who the best knot-
mistress/knot-master is; there will be no prizes, 
except you most likely learn something, and maybe 
there will be some 
bragging rights. You 
might get your name 
mentioned in The 
Leader. Flycasters can 
be a little competitive 
at times, and that is 

good, as long as we are also nice to each other.

The event is limited to 10 participants, but observers will be welcome. 

Go to the calendar, click on the date which will take you to registration. First 
come, first served. Observers are limited to 15. The room has a capacity of 25.

Thanks to Lester Grigsby’s scavenging the spool of fluorocarbon from 
the waste bin at Kiene’s Fly Shop, there is no fee for this event. The test 
materials for the first part are free. You provide your own test materials for 
the second part. All we ask is that you return the swivels when we are done.

Looking forward to seeing you there!

The Knot Team: Barre Norman, Jim Degnan, Ron Syzmanski, Ed Kenney, Rozaida O’Neill, Charlie 
O’Neill, Dawn Marquez.

“Buster” - Continued from Page 6
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Materials: 
Hook: 	 TMC 300 or similar hook, size 8
Weight: 	 3 wraps of lead-free weight at thorax
Thread:	 Dark brown 8/0
Abdomen:	 Orange flat waxed, smallest size available
Wing case:	 Brown deer hair
Rib:	 Extra-fine copper or gold Wire
Thorax:	 Arizona Peacock dubbing, robust
Throat:	 Pearl Spirit River Lite-brite
Hackle:	 Brown spey hackle
Head: 	 Arizona Peacock dubbing

Bill’s Swimming Hex Nymph

Bill Carnazzo Fly Tyer’s Corner
(Taken from the Article Written in July 2011)

Fly Patterns - Bill’s Swimming Hex Nymph

Description

 A few years ago, when I went to Labrador with a small group of friends to fish for giant Brookies, we expected 
that there would be a good hatch of Hexagenia mayflies—and, as it turned out, that was the case. What we 
didn’t know were two big factors: (1) The Hexagenias in Labrador are even larger than they are in our neck 
of the woods; and (2) There was a simultaneous hatch of Gray Drakes and Green Drakes—and each of these 
two additional species was the same size as the Hexagenias. In other words, as it happened there were three 
distinctly differently colored ginormous mayflies blanketing the water. Nevertheless, it didn’t matter much 
because the fish gulped down all three species indiscriminately. My guess is that they do so because they 
are all a nice big meal, and their season of plenty is so short-lived that they eat whatever is available. Their 
watery home is frozen over for nearly 8 months, so as the lawyers say, “time is of the essence” for them.

 
Being contrarian by nature, I decided to see what would happen if I used the Hex nymphs that I had tied 

for the trip. The guides thought I was a brick or two short—and maybe they are right. But they stopped 
their prattling when they began seeing the results. Of course, once I had made my point I returned to the 
adults—as we all know, it just doesn’t get any better than watching a big fish crash into your floating fly. 
More recently, on a trip to Henderson Springs for the annual Hex hatch at that venue, my theory about 
what big fish do during a Hex hatch proved itself time and again. My theory is quite simple: If you see fish 
swirling amidst a horde of adults adorning the surface of the lake, don’t assume that they are taking the 
adults. In fact, at times they may not take the adults at all, opting instead to intercept the nymphs near 
the surface before they hatch. Instead of putting on my favorite Hex adult patterns, I set my rig up with a 
two-fly tandem arrangement: the top fly was my Swimming Hex Nymph, and the bottom fly was Lincoln 
Gray’s Floating Nymph. My friend Keith Pierraz stood and watched as I landed 17 fish (all between 18 and 
24”) in an hour; after Keith left, I stayed for another hour and landed 10 more beauties. I would have kept 
at it but it was black dark and I had to get off the water. During that whole two-plus hours, I did not see a 
single fish take an adult. Go figure—but also give it some thought. I’ve watched countless times as anglers 
dig out their dry flies as soon as adult mayflies appear on the water. Big mistake. Stay with those nymphs 
until it is clear that most of the fish are taking adults. I will sometimes fish the nymphs or swing soft hackle 
right through the hatch. Only when I’m sure—and I’m never sure of anything, really—that the fish are done 
with the nymphs will I switch to dries.

Tying Instructions  

For best viewing: (1) Maximize your Computer Screen Window. (2) Type “Ctrl + or -” to enlarge or contract 
the photograph display. (3) Use the Horizontal and Vertical Scroll Bars to scroll right and up/down to display 
larger photos on your screen. 

Continued on Page 9
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1.   	Smash the hook barb. Wrap 3 turns of weight at the thorax 
area, which will be about 2 eye-widths behind the hook eye.

2.   	Cover the shank with thread, leaving it at the back of the barb.

3.   	Tie in a piece of fine gold or copper wire.

4.   	Dub a relatively slender abdomen of Arizona Peacock dubbing; 
stop at the one third point on the hook shank behind the eye. 
Rib the abdomen with the wire and tie it off in front of the 
abdomen.

Steps 1, 2, 3 & 4

Steps 5, 6 & 7

Fly Tyer’s Corner - Continued from Page 8

5.  	 Cut a small bunch of brown deer hair, clean it, and tie it in 
by the tips in front of the abdomen with the butts pointing 
to the rear. Leave it in this position for now.

6.	 Dub a robust thorax of Arizona Peacock dubbing.	

7.	 Pull the wing case over the top of the thorax, tie it down in 
front of the thorax, and trim the excess.

8.   	Turn the fly upside down and tie in a beard of pearl Lite-Brite; 
this should be very sparse, and no longer than the hook point.

9.   	Return the fly to upright position, tie in a brownish spey hackle, 
and take a few wraps in front of the thorax; tie it off and trim 
the excess.

Steps 8 & 9

Crank out a bunch if these blokes, go feed them to some trout, and...see ya on the creek..
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Granite Bay Flycasters
8757 Auburn Folsom Road, #2842
Granite Bay, CA 95746-9998

Please notify if address change

Granite Bay Flycasters

Mission:  The organization is dedicated to 
conservation of fish habitat, advancement of the 
art of Fly Fishing, and good sportsmanship.

Meetings:  General club meetings are held on the 
second Thursday of each month at the Granite Bay 
Activities Center on the shores of Folsom Lake. 
For directions, check https://gbflycasters.org.

Doors open between 6:00 p.m. and 6:30 p.m for 
socializing and fly tying demonstrations. The 
business portion of the meeting begins at 7:00 
p.m. The main program gets underway after a short 
refreshment break and usually involves a guest 
speaker and slide show, or other presentation. All 
meetings are open to the public and visitors are 
encouraged to attend.

Membership:  Applications are available on-line at 
https://gbflycasters.org. Single membership: 
$45; Family memberships: $50; There is also a 
$15 name badge charge for each new member. For 
membership information, contact VP Membership 
at gbf-membership@gbflycasters.org, or visit 
the website at https://gbflycasters.org/join-us/.

The Leader: To send articles, photos, ads and 
other materials, please e-mail to:  Frank Stolten 
at editor@gbflycasters.org. Please put GBF 
Leader in the subject line. Deadline for materials 
is the 15th of each month. 

President - Robert Farley	
	 916-316-6832	 gbf-president@gbflycasters.org
VP Membership - OPEN	
VP Conservation - Roger Paulson	
	 916-412-1281	 conservation@gbflycasters.org
Secretary - OPEN		
Treasurer - Charlie O’Neill	
	 916-494-9944	 gbf-treasurer@gbflycasters.org

Directors:
Through June, 2027 - Marie Spalding-Gray 
Through June, 2027 - David Harvey	
	 209-981-3399

Through June, 2028 - OPEN 
Through June, 2028 - Larry Lee	
	 916-962-0616
Through June, 2029 - Bruce Butler	
Through June, 2029 - Ed Kenney
	 916-417-1433
	
Director at Large, 1 year term - Joe Tax	
	 916-434-8860
1 year term - Trevor Fagerskog
	 925-605-8831

Committees:
Annual Dinner		  916-494-9944	
	 Rozaida O’Neill
Annual Picnic		  916-494-9944	
	 Robert Farley		  916-316-6832
Casting Instruction	
	 John Hogg	 916-709-7340
	 Rick Radoff	 916-870-9637
	 Trevor Segelke	 916-879-2277
	

Classroom Egg Prog.	
	 Frank Stolten 	 916-725-6894
Education	
	 Eric Palmer	 916-969-6683
Facility
	 Henry Sandigo	 415-716-0666
Fishmasters	
	 Tony Jelinek - streams	 916-751-9249
	 Scott Vaughn - Stillwater	 916-813-1308
Fly Tying	
	 Jim Holmes	 916-616-6709
Golden Trout Program
	 Victor Maiello	 916-276-0912
Knots	
	 Jim Degnan	 408-887-7742
Leader Editor
	 Frank Stolten	 916-725-6894
Leader Layout
	 Vivian Mevorah	 916-531-5865
Librarian
	 Gary Gale	 916-223-0682
Merchandising
	 Victor Maiello	 916-276-0912
Monthly Programs
	 Kim Lloyd	 916-425-7680
Rods and Reels	
	 John Hogg	 916-709-7340
Tenkara Project Leader
	 John Pellegrin	 630-862-0675
Webmaster	
	 Eric Palmer	 916-969-6683
	 Don Whitecar	 916-804-5384

Officers, Directors and Committee Chairs

https://gbflycasters.org


